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which we’re doing and to call upon our citi-
zens, if they’ve got time, to help somebody 
in need. As you said, the doctor from Wyo-
ming benefited just as much as the woman 
in Guatemala did. And that’s the beauty of 
giving. 

And so I thank you all for joining today. 
Our panelists did a magnificent job, like I 
knew they would. I thank you all very much 
for your interest in coming. To my fellow citi-
zens, I appreciate you taking time. I appre-
ciate you being involved. Thank you for car-
ing about the plight of our fellow human 
beings in the neighborhood in which we live. 
For those of you from other countries, wel-
come to America. You’ll find this to be a lov-
ing country, full of decent, caring, fine peo-
ple. And it is an honor to be the President 
of such a country. 

Que Dios les bendiga. May God bless you. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency Crystal City at Reagan National 
Airport. In his remarks, he referred to Mariano 
Canu, cofounder, Labradores Mayas; and Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 
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Good, thanks. I’m proud to be with you 
all. It’s great to be at GrafTech here in Cleve-
land. I’ve come to Cleveland to highlight a 
couple of important issues. First, energy 
independence is an important part of our Na-
tion’s future. And one way to achieve energy 
independence is to promote technologies 
that will enable us to drive our economy 
without the use of Middle Eastern oil, for 
example. And one such technology is hydro-
gen fuel cells. And GrafTech is on the lead-
ing edge of developing a technology that will 
work, that will be competitive with other 
forms of energy, and that will enable us, on 
the one hand, to be less dependent on oil 
and better stewards on—of the environment. 

And so I’m glad to be with these entre-
preneurs, these scientists, these thinkers. 

We’ve—as part of the hydrogen fuel cell ini-
tiative that I proposed to the Congress, this 
company got a grant. And I think it’s a wise 
use of taxpayers’ money, to help the people 
in this company develop this new technology. 
This forklift right here is powered by a hydro-
gen fuel cell. Doesn’t require any oil or prod-
ucts derived from oil, and the exhaust from 
this is water. 

And so we’re going to continue to promote 
these kinds of technologies. And so I want 
to thank you all for having me. I’m about 
to go to a—after lunch, go to a hospital to 
talk about the need for a health care system 
that is patient-driven. I will resist the idea 
of the Federal Government running the 
health care system. And I’m going to spend 
some time talking during a townhall meeting 
about the kinds of reforms that we ought to 
be promoting out of Washington that encour-
age there to be a consumer-driven health 
care system. I mean, we’ll take care of the 
poor, and we’ll help the elderly. But we be-
lieve health care is best run in the private 
sector, not by the government. 

And finally, I’m going to spend some time 
talking about the war on terror and our need 
to succeed in Iraq. And I’m going to remind 
the people in the audience today that troop 
levels will be decided by our commanders 
on the ground, not by political figures in 
Washington, DC, and that we’ve got a plan 
to lead to victory. And I fully understand that 
this is a difficult war, and it’s hard on the 
American people. But I will once again ex-
plain the consequences of failure to the 
American people, and I’ll explain the con-
sequences of success as well. 

And so I thank the people of Cleveland 
for welcoming me here. I’m glad to be in 
your city. Looking forward to a full day. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. 
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The President. Thank you, sir. Thank you, 
Fred. Thanks for having me. Thank you, 
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